
November 1, 2020  

Recap from last week: 

Last week, October 25th, we saw that Jesus allowed His enemies to arrest Him.  

This week, we will see that Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sins. 

 
 

Jesus’s Crucifixion 

 

 

Bible Story & Activities 

 

 

Gospel Points for Little Ones: 

 

• Jesus never did anything wrong. 

• Jesus died on the cross to do God’s plan. 

• God made Jesus alive again. 

 

 

 



Bible Story 

(from Matthew 26-27; John 18-19) 

Parent tip: If your kids are younger, you’re welcome to try focusing on just the 

words in bold.  

Jesus stood before Pilate, the governor. Pilate asked Him, “Are You the King of 

the Jews?” 

 

Jesus answered, “Yes, that’s right.” Then the religious leaders made accusations 

against Jesus, but Jesus did not say anything. Pilate was surprised that Jesus was 

silent. 

 

Every year at Passover, the governor would free a prisoner—whichever prisoner 

the people chose. At that time, there was a prisoner named Barabbas 

(buh RAB uhs) who was very dangerous. So Pilate asked the crowd, “Who do 

you want me to set free? Barabbas or Jesus, who is called the Messiah?” 

 

The crowd answered, “Barabbas!” 

 

Pilate asked, “Then what should I do with Jesus, who is called the Messiah?” 

 

The crowd answered, “Crucify Him!” 

 

Pilate asked, “Why? What has He done wrong?” 

 

But the crowd kept shouting, “Crucify Him!” 

 

Pilate’s soldiers took Jesus to the governor’s palace and gathered around Him. 

They took off His clothes and put a scarlet robe on Him. They made a crown of 

thorns and put it on His head. Then they hit Jesus and mocked Him. “Hail, King of 

the Jews!” they said. 

 

The soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross. Then they cast lots to decide who would get 

His clothes. They put a sign above His head that said: This Is Jesus, the King of the 

Jews. Two criminals were crucified next to Him. 

 

As Jesus was on the cross, people mocked Him. “He saved others, but He 

cannot save Himself!” they said. 

 

From noon until three in the afternoon, darkness covered the land. Then Jesus 

cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Jesus shouted again 

with a loud voice, “It is finished!” Then Jesus died. Suddenly, the curtain in the 



temple sanctuary split in two, from top to bottom, and there was an earth-

quake. One of the men near the cross said, “This man really was God’s Son!” 

 

Jesus was buried in a rich man’s tomb cut into a rock. A stone was sealed in 

front of the tomb and Roman soldiers stood guard so that no one could steal 

Jesus’s body. 

 

Christ Connection: We deserve to die because of our sin, but God loves us and 

kept His promise to send a Savior. Jesus never sinned, but He died in our place. 

He was the blood sacrifice made once and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Jesus 

rose from the dead on the third day, and those who trust in Him have 

forgiveness and eternal life. 

 

 

Family Activities 
 

The following activities are all different options that help kids understand the 

story.  Feel free to choose the activities that work best for your family! 

 

 

Family Discussion Starters: 

 

• Why didn’t Jesus say anything when the religious leaders told lies about 

Him? 

• Why was it important that Jesus had no sin? 

• Why do you think Jesus shouted, “It is finished!” when He died? 

• Did Jesus deserve to die? Who deserves to be punished for sin?   

• How was Jesus’s death part of God’s plan to save sinners? 

• How do you feel knowing Jesus died for all your sins—past, present, and 

future?  

 

 

Make Crown Art (this activity is great for babies and toddlers) 

 

You will need: cardstock paper; marker; glitter paint; Ziploc bags; duct tape 

 

Cut a crown shape from cardstock paper for each child. Write “Jesus Died to 

Rescue Us” on each crown. Place the crown and a squirt of glitter paint in a 

Ziploc bag. Seal the bag with duct tape. Invite children to squish the art to 

distribute the paint.  Remove the art; set it on a paper towel to dry. Talk about 

the Bible story. 

 

 

 



How is this relevant? 

Parents can lead by saying: Jesus died on the cross to do God’s plan. People 

wrote, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Jesus is King over everything. Jesus 

died to rescue us from sin. 

 

 

Look at Sensory Crosses (this activity is great for preschoolers) 

 

You will need: shaving cream; popsicle sticks 

 

Squirt shaving cream in front of each child. Give popsicle sticks to children and 

demonstrate how to make a cross shape. Talk about the Bible story as children 

explore. 

 

How is this relevant? 

Parents can lead by saying: Jesus died on the cross to do God’s plan. Jesus 

never did anything wrong. We deserve to die because of sin, but Jesus died to 

rescue us.   

 

 

The Ultimate Price (this activity is great for preschoolers) 

 

You will need: masking tape; marker; various toys; play money 

 

Use the masking tape to create price tags and label different toys or games in 

the room. Provide the kids with play money and help them use their play money 

to “purchase” different objects to play with. Allow them time to play with their 

toys then gather the kids to discuss their purchase choices. 

 

How is this relevant? 

Parents can lead by saying:  You had different reasons for buying the toys and 

games you bought. In our Bible story this week, we learned about the price 

Jesus paid to rescue us from sin.  Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sins. There 

was no other way for us to have forgiveness and eternal life with God. Jesus 

showed His incredible love for us by paying the ultimate price. 

 

 

Draw Chalk Crosses (this activity is great for preschool and grade school) 

 

You will need: construction paper; sidewalk chalk; hairspray  

 

Set out chalk and construction paper on a table. Guide children to draw 

pictures of crosses on construction paper with the chalk. After a child is done 

with their picture, gently spray the paper with hairspray in a well-ventilated area 



to set the drawing. Lay aside to dry. If weather permits, consider leading 

children outside to draw cross pictures outside on your driveway or sidewalk. 

 

How is this relevant? 

Parents can lead by saying: When we look at these crosses, we can remember 

how God loves us and kept His promise to send a Rescuer, His very own Son. 

Jesus never did anything wrong, but He died in our place. Jesus died on the 

cross to rescue us from sin. 

 

 

Clothespin Key Verse (this activity is great for older preschool and grade school) 

 

You will need: A Bible; foil or metal baking pan; 12 to 17 clothespins; marker; 

bucket or plastic bin; timer 

 

Parent tip: If your kids are younger, you’re welcome to try focusing on just the 

words in bold.  

 

Key Verse: “He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 

even death on a cross.”  Philippians 2:8 (ESV) 

 

Write the words from the key verse on separate clothespins and place them in a 

bucket. Lead kid’s/family members in reading aloud Philippians 2:8 together. 

Place the bucket with the clothespins at one side of the room and the baking 

pan on a table at the other side of the room.  Have the family line up single file. 

When you say “go” the first person will dig in the bucket for the first word of the 

key verse, race to the pan at the other end of the room, clip their clothespin to 

the edge of the pan and race back to tag the next player. Continue until they 

complete the key verse.  Race again to see if they can beat their previous time. 

 

How is this relevant? 

Parents can lead by saying:  Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sins. God 

could have chosen to allow all of us to die apart from Him, but Jesus obeyed 

God’s plan and came to earth to rescue us. Jesus is the perfect example of 

what obedience and love looks like. He is our Savior. 

 

 

Ink Blob Art (this activity is great for grade school) 

 

You will need: cardstock paper; black ink or paint; crayons, markers or colored 

pencils 

 

Before starting this activity, place a small blob of black ink or paint near the 

center of each sheet of heavyweight paper. Fold the sheets in half, forcing the 



ink to spread into an abstract shape. Unfold the sheets and allow them to dry. 

For the activity, distribute an ink blob sheet to each child. Give them time to turn 

their blob into an artwork using crayons, markers, or colored pencils. 

 

How is this relevant? 

Parents can lead by saying:  Those blobs of ink looked like mistakes. Even so, you 

were able to turn them into wonderful works of art. In a similar way, God can 

take any sad, scary, or difficult situation and turn it into something wonderful. In 

our Bible story this week, we learned about the saddest day in history.  Jesus 

knew that the evil plan of His enemies was just a small piece of God’s wonderful, 

unstoppable plan!  Jesus rose from the dead on the third day, and those who 

trust in Him have forgiveness and eternal life. 

 

 

Make a Cave (this activity is great for all) 

 

You will need: sofas and other furniture; pillows, cushions, blankets or sheets 

 

Work as a family and use your furniture, pillows, cushions, or blankets to make a 

cave. Sit inside and talk to your kids about the cave-like tombs that were used in 

Jesus’ day. Retell the Bible story. 

 

How is this relevant? 

Parents can lead by saying:  Though a week before the people had praised 

Jesus, now the crowds laughed at Him, called Him names, and demanded a 

crucifixion. Jesus was nailed to a cross.  Then Jesus was buried in a tomb and a 

stone was sealed in front of the tomb.  Was that the end of the story? 

 

 

Find Crosses (this activity is great for all) 

 

No supplies necessary 

 

Challenge family members to point out images of the cross they see this week 

as a reminder of Jesus’s work.  When someone spots a cross, have them say the 

words “Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sins” and wait for everyone else to 

spot the cross.   

 

How is this relevant? 

Parents can lead by saying: Crosses remind us of how much God loves us.  Jesus 

never did anything wrong, but He died in our place. Jesus died on the cross to 

pay for our sins. 

 

 



Serve a Snack 

 

You will need: rice crispy treats 

 

Serve crispy rice treats for snack. Cut treats into thin rectangles. Show children 

how to cross both halves to make a cross-shaped snack. Talk about how Jesus 

died on the cross for our sin and rose from the dead on the third day. 

 

How is this relevant? 

Parents can lead by saying: Jesus never did anything wrong, but people put 

Jesus on a cross.  Jesus died on the cross for our sin. He took our place. On the 

third day, Jesus rose from the dead. When we trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin 

and gives us life forever with Him. 

 

 

Discussion and Bible Skills  

 

Have a member of the family reread the Bible story above.  Ask the following 

questions. Lead the family to discuss: 

Preschool: 

 

1. Who was the governor Jesus was taken to? (Pilate) 

2. What did Jesus say about the lies the religious leaders told about Him? 

(nothing; He kept quiet.) 

3. What did the people say Pilate should do with Jesus? (crucify Him) 

4. Why did the soldiers make fun of Jesus? (because they did not believe He 

was really a king) 

5. What did the sign above Jesus' head say? (This is Jesus, the King of the 

Jews) 

6. Where was Jesus buried after He died? (in a tomb) 

7. What did Jesus do to save us? (Jesus died on the cross and rose from the 

dead.) 

 

Grade School: 

  

1. How many men were crucified with Jesus? (two, John 19:18) 

2. What did the sign over Jesus’s cross say? (Jesus of Nazareth, the King of 

the Jews; John 19:19) 

3. What did Jesus say right before He died? (“It is finished,” John 19:30) 

4. What do you think Jesus meant when He said it is finished? Guide kids to 

think through the various layers of meaning. Jesus’s death provided the 

payment for sin, ending its power over people. His death was also the 



completion of the most difficult part of His mission on earth. Discuss the 

importance of Jesus’s death in purchasing our salvation. 

5. Why did Jesus have to die? Help kids process the depth and weight of sin. 

Remind kids that God created us to love and worship Him by enjoying 

Him. Explain that sin is rebellion against our Creator and King. The fair 

payment of sin is death, and the only way for us to escape that death was 

for Jesus to take the penalty for us. 

6. How do you feel when you think about Jesus’s crucifixion? Remind kids 

that Jesus’s crucifixion is both wonderful and terrible. For a perfectly 

righteous man to die instead of us is a great tragedy. However, God used 

that tragedy in a beautiful way, to provide life and hope for all who trust in 

Jesus. Only God can work wonderful things from terrible situations. 

Parents can lead by saying:  Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sins. We 

could never do anything to earn such a gift, and God gives salvation freely 

to all who believe in Jesus. Thankfully, Jesus did not stay dead either! He rose! 

 

 

Journaling (this activity is great for older preschool and grade school) 

 

You will need: paper, pencils, crayons, or markers 

 

Take some time at the end of the lesson and activities to sit down and allow kids 

and family members to reflect on what they heard and learned. Give each 

member of the family a piece of paper and writing utensils.  Allow them some 

time to think about and answer the following questions:  

 

• What does this story teach me about God or about the gospel? 

• What does this story teach me about myself? 

• Whom can I tell about this story? 

 

If your children are younger, help them process the questions and encourage 

them to draw their answers if they’d like to. Lead your family in prayer when you 

are finished, taking prayer requests from each family member that feels like 

sharing. If you feel like your child is ready to accept Christ, check out the Gospel 

Plan on the kids’ page of our website. Please let us know so we can celebrate 

this with you and provide you with additional resources. 
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