
June 13, 2021 

Recap from last week: 

Last week, June 6th, we heard about Paul’s important work sharing Jesus with everyone 

he met. This week, we will watch as Paul goes to prison for sharing about God. But God 

protects Paul so he can keep sharing God’s love with others.  

 

Paul was Arrested 

 

 

 

Bible Story & Activities 

 

Gospel Points for Little Ones: 

 
 God chose Paul to tell people about Jesus. 

 Some people wanted to stop Paul’s preaching. 

 God kept Paul safe so he could do God’s plan. 

 

 



Bible Story 

(from Acts 21 – 23) 

Parent tip: If your kids are younger, you’re welcome to try focusing on just the words in 

bold print. 

The apostle Paul told people the good news about Jesus wherever he went. When he 

returned to Jerusalem, the believers were glad to see him. But many Jews did not like 

that Paul taught people they don’t have to follow Jewish laws to be saved. So these 

Jews made a plan to stop Paul. 

 

Paul was at the temple when a crowd of people dragged him away and tried to kill him. 

But a Roman official came and stopped them. This official arrested Paul and brought 

him to the Sanhedrin, a powerful group of Jewish priests and other leaders. Their job was 

to decide if a person had broken a Jewish law, and if so, to decide how that person 

should be punished. 

 

Paul stood in front of the Sanhedrin and looked the men in the eyes. “Friends,” he said. 

“I have done what God wants me to do. I do not believe I have done anything wrong.”  

 

Paul explained that he had been arrested because he taught that Jesus’ resurrection 

gave hope that we all can be resurrected. The men in the Sanhedrin began arguing. 

Some of them thought dead people would be resurrected at the end of time, and 

others thought that would not happen. The Roman soldiers took Paul away to keep him 

safe. 

 

The next night, the Lord stood by Paul and gave him an incredible message: “Have 

courage!” He said. “You told about Me in Jerusalem. I want you to tell about Me in 

Rome, too.” 

 

In the morning, a group of Jews got together and made a plan to kill Paul. They 

promised to not eat or drink until Paul was dead. These men told the Jewish leaders 

about their plan. 

 

Paul’s nephew overheard this evil plan. He hurried to tell Paul what was going on. Paul 

told his nephew to report it to the commander. 

 

The army commander said, “Don’t tell anyone that you told me about this plan.” Then 

the commander told two of his officers to get together a large group of soldiers and 

horses. They brought a horse for Paul to ride on, and that night, the soldiers took Paul to 

Caesarea to see the governor. 

 

Christ Connection: Even when others threatened his life, Paul continued to obey Jesus. 

He believed that God, who showed His love for the world by sending His Son to die on 

the cross and rise again, would help him through hard times. We too can risk everything 

to share the gospel with courage because we know that God loves us and will care for 

us. 



Family Activities 

 

The following activities are all different options that help kids understand the story. Feel 

free to choose the activities that work best for your family! 

 

 

Family Discussion Starters: 

 

· Who did God use to keep Paul safe? Talk about times God has helped your 

family in surprising ways. 

· Would you be happy or sad to be arrested if you were Paul? 

· Paul obeyed God no matter what. Who can we ask to help us obey God in hard 

times? 

· Why is the truth about Jesus good news? 

            

 

Make Chain Shakers (Babies/Toddler) 

 

You will need: baby chain links or paper clips, clear plastic jars, duct tape 

 

Directions: Place several chain links or paperclips in clear plastic jars and seal with duct 

tape. Invite little ones to roll or shake the bottles to hear the chains clink. Talk about the 

Bible story. 

 

Parents can say: Some people wanted to stop Paul’s preaching, and they put him in 

jail. God kept Paul safe so he could do God’s plan. God makes us more like Jesus. We 

can tell others about Jesus, too! 

 

 

Look at Safety Items (Babies/Toddler) 

 

You will need: goggles, a helmet, oven mitt, etc.  

 

Directions: Lay the safety items out on the table and encourage family members to 

show you how to use each of the items. Talk about how the items keep us safe. Tell the 

Bible Story. 

 

Parents can say: Some people wanted to stop Paul’s preaching. They put Paul in jail, 

but that didn’t stop Paul. God kept Paul safe so he could do God’s plan. God makes us 

more like Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Where Should We Go? (Preschool) 

 

You will need: various colors of paper, scissors, tape 

 

Directions: Cut the colored paper into fourths. Randomly arrange paper on the floor 

and tape it in place. Call out a color. Instruct family members to quickly move to stand 

on that color’s space. Name another color as they hurry to move to a new spot. Allow 

family members to take turns calling out colors. 

 

Parents can say: You moved quickly to the blue spot and then to the red spot. Where 

shall we go next? Paul obeyed God and traveled to Jerusalem, but things were not 

easy for him there. Some people did not like what Paul was saying, and they wanted to 

hurt him, but God protected Paul. Later God told Paul that he would be going to Rome 

next. Paul trusted God, who showed His love for the world by sending Jesus. Paul knew 

that he could obey God no matter what. 

 

Paint a Symmetrical Picture (Preschool) 

 

You will need: paper, paint, plastic spoons, foam plates, wipes for cleanup (optional)  

 

Directions: Squeeze paint onto a foam plate. Fold paper in half and then unfold it. Give 

each family member a sheet of paper. Show them how to spoon a small amount of 

paint onto their papers. Add additional colors. When they are satisfied with their paint 

spots, help them fold the paper in half and press the paint together. Open the page 

again and observe that the two halves of the paper now look the same. 

 

Parents can say: How beautiful! Did you notice that the colors on one side of the page 

now match the colors on the other side? They didn’t look the same until we pressed the 

sides together. Your picture reminds me of the big word we are learning, sanctification. 

What is sanctification? Sanctification is how God makes us more like Jesus. When God 

makes us more like Jesus, we begin to think the way Jesus thinks and act the way He 

acts. Even when hard things happen, we can obey God no matter what because we 

know God loves us and takes care of us.  

 

Courageous (Younger Grade School) 

 

You will need: paper, crayons 

 

Directions: Discuss examples of courage as a family. Invite them to think about a time 

when they were courageous. Give each family member a piece of paper and crayons. 

Invite them to draw a picture about a time when they were courageous. Share the 

pictures with the whole family. 

 

Parents can say: Wow! You all have some good examples of being courageous. Paul 

was very courageous, too. He was in some really scary situations while traveling to share 

the gospel. This week we learned about a time when Paul was arrested for sharing 

Jesus. It took courage to keep sharing God’s love. 

 



Risky Roll (Younger Grade School) 

 

You will need: 3 dice or a dice app 

 

Directions: Explain that each person will have a turn to roll the three cubes one at a 

time, adding them together as they go. The goal of the game is to get the highest 

score without going over 13. They can choose to roll less dice if they want to. At the end 

of the game, the highest sum that is 13 or lower wins. Break ties with a single roll, highest 

number wins. 

 

Parents can say: The risk of losing the game was pretty unimportant in the big picture of 

our lives, but it still made you feel nervous about rolling too high. Think about Paul. He 

risked everything to share the gospel with others. How were Paul’s risks the same and 

how were they different from our risks in this game? 

 

 

Up to the Challenge (Older Grade School) 

 

You will need: no supplies needed 

 

Directions: Organize family into two groups and give each group a topic to defend. (If 

family is smaller, give a topic to each family member.) Provide paper and pencils for 

them to make notes. Group/family member #1 should defend the statement “Movies 

are better with popcorn.” Group/family member #2 should defend the statement 

“Movies are better without popcorn.” They should develop arguments and illustrations 

to support why their statements are true. Once the teams have arguments prepared, 

invite them to come forward and make their case to the rest of the family. 

 

Parents can say: Great job! Both sides had some strong points as they defended their 

statement. In this week’s story, we saw Paul demonstrate courage and confidence as 

he reasoned with the members of the Sanhedrin. God protected Paul so he could 

preach about Jesus. Even when Paul was challenged, he was confident in what he 

believed and was able to defend his faith when speaking with religious leaders. It is 

important for all believers to know the truth of God’s Word and be ready and prepared 

to explain why we believe what we believe.  

 

 

Courage Acrostic (Older Grade School) 

 

You will need: paper and pencils 

 

Directions: Distribute paper and pencils to each family member. Demonstrate how to 

write the word “COURAGE” down the side of the paper. Prompt family to use the letters 

to create an acrostic with words and phrases that remind them of courage or qualities 

of courageous people. Ask one family member to share what words they chose and 

why.  

 



Parents can say: This week we learned about a time Paul demonstrated courage as he 

worked for the Lord. Paul trusted God, and God gave him courage and protection 

even in the face of danger. 

 

 

Key Passage Activity (All) 

 

Parent tip: If your kids are younger, you’re welcome to try focusing on just the words in 

bold print. 

Key Passage:  1 Timothy 6:12 

Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of eternal life to which you were called and 

about which you have made a good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 

 

Preschool 

You will need: a Bible, paper, scissors, tape, a marker 

 

Directions: Cut paper into 1-inch strips and write each word of the key passage on 

different strips of paper. Show family how to make a chain link by taping one strip of 

paper into a ring and then continuing to make more rings around each other until you 

have a large chain and the key passage is completed. String the chain on the wall or a 

window where you can easily see it. Consider keeping it up through June 27th, as the 

verse will be the same throughout the coming weeks. 

  

Parents can say: God chose Paul to tell people about Jesus. Paul told people about 

Jesus even when Paul was in chains! God makes us more like Jesus. We obey God 

because He loves us and takes care of us. 

 

 

Grade School 

You will need: a Bible, paper, markers, a balloon 

 

Directions: Blow up one balloon. Invite the family to stand in a circle. Explain that the 

goal is to keep the balloon in the air while saying the entire key passage. Challenge 

them to keep it in the air by tapping it gently. When a someone hits the balloon back 

into the air, they should say the next word in the key passage. To begin the activity, toss 

the balloon into the circle and say the first word of the key passage. Continue playing 

several rounds. 

 

Parents can say: Salvation is a free gift from God. God calls us to salvation and we 

respond by putting our faith in Jesus. When we believe in Jesus, we receive the gift of 

eternal life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Serve a Snack: 

 

You will need: animal crackers 

 

Directions: Serve animal crackers.  Talk about what animal each cracker is supposed to 

be. Ask the family if they remember which animal Paul road when the soldiers took him 

to another city to keep him safe. 

 

Parents can say: God protected Paul when the crowds of people wanted to hurt him.  

 

This is a great time to do the “Discussion and Bible Skills” section or the “Family Discussion 

Starters”. 

 

 

Discussion and Bible Skills:  

 

Have a member of the family reread today’s Bible Story.  Ask the following questions 

and discuss. 

Preschool: 

 

1. What did the crowds of Jews in Jerusalem want to do to Paul? (They wanted to 

hurt him.) 

2. Why did the army commander arrest Paul and take him away from the crowds? 

(to keep him safe) 

3. When Paul’s nephew heard about another plan to hurt him, who did Paul say he 

should tell about their plan? (the army commander) 

4. That night, how did the soldiers help Paul escape? (They rode horses into another 

city.) 

5. What is sanctification? Sanctification is how God makes us more like Jesus. 

 

 

Grade School: 

 

1. Why did the Jews make a plan to stop Paul from sharing the gospel? (They 

believed that the gospel went against Jewish laws; Acts 21:28) 

2. What message did Paul receive while in the Roman prison? (God told Paul to 

have courage because he would preach in Rome; Acts 23:11) 

3. What did the Jewish leaders plan to do to Paul? (kill him, Acts 23:12-15)  

4. Why did Paul continue to obey Jesus, even when his freedom and safety were 

threatened? Help family understand that Paul knew the promises of God. Paul 

understood that following Jesus is often like a fight. Paul had hope for the future, 

and was being made more like Jesus each day. Jesus gave His life for us, and we 

can give our lives so others can believe the gospel. 

5. What might we risk by sharing the gospel boldly? Talk to your family about the 

risks they might face. They may have other kids who think they are strange or 



awkward. Remind them that in some places, talking about Jesus can be 

punished with prison or death, just like Paul faced.  

6. Will God protect us from all hard times or pain? Help them think about Paul and 

Stephen. God allowed Stephen to be martyred, but He protected Paul. God 

protected Paul from death, but not from prison. Paul still faced many hardships 

for Jesus. Help the family see that God works through all circumstances, even 

those that are difficult, sad, or scary.  

 

 

Journaling (this activity is great for older preschool and grade school) 

 

You will need: paper, pencils, crayons, or markers 

 

Take some time at the end of the lesson and activities to sit down and allow kids and 

family members to reflect on what they heard and learned. Give each member of the 

family a piece of paper and writing utensils. Allow them some time to think about and 

answer the following questions:  

 

· What does this story teach me about God or about the gospel? 

· What does this story teach me about myself? 

· Whom can I tell about this story? 

 

If your children are younger, help them process the questions and encourage them to 

draw their answers if they’d like to. Lead your family in prayer when you are finished, 

taking prayer requests from each family member that feels like sharing. If you feel like 

your child is ready to accept Christ, check out the Gospel Plan on the kids’ page of our 

website. Please let us know so we can celebrate this with you and provide you with 

additional resources. 
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